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2023 was a landmark year for global health, with an unprecedented three UNGA High-Level Meetings
focused on health issues - universal health coverage, tuberculosis, and pandemic preparedness and
response. NCDs were addressed at all of these meetings, reflecting not only the rising importance of
health on the global agenda but also the centrality of NCDs to other global health priorities.

The world today is facing what many refer to as a “polycrisis”, cascading and interconnected crises occurring all at
once to the detriment of population and planetary health and sustainable development – and NCDs are at the
epicenter. With wars and conflicts raging, there were 300 million people living in humanitarian crises at the end of
2023. Destructive and catastrophic climate events are now the norm in all corners of the world, and a global economic
recession is stretching health budgets to the limit. Despite this increasingly turbulent global context, we have managed
to keep NCDs in the policy conversation, and this was reflected in the Political Declarations from the HLMs, with
specific language around NCDs including mental health. And we have continued to support civil society and people
living with NCDs, working at grassroots level to drive national NCD policy action, share knowledge and best practice
on NCDs, and position NCDs within the various crises that threaten health and sustainable development.

Now at the mid-point of our long-term strategy 2021-2026, we are seeing results from our work across our four
thematic impact goals – prevention, care, financing and community engagement – as NCDs climb higher on the global
agenda and people living with NCDs are taking on a growing role in the policy decisions that affect their health. The
following pages contain a sample of these results, highlighting progress and achievements from across the year.

As it becomes more and more evident that addressing NCDs will require multi-sectoral collaboration, NCDA’s diverse
membership and partners are even more integral to all of our achievements and work. In 2023, our membership base
continued to grow and thrive, contributing to important policy developments for NCDs at national and global level,
raising awareness of the issues in communities and at the political level, delivering health services for people living
with NCDs, and leading coalitions that are impatient for change.

As always, we are deeply thankful to our partners who provide invaluable support year in and year out to NCDA and
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our mission. We also thank the NCDA Board of Directors who have provided oversight and strategic direction of
NCDA, as well as the professional and committed work of the NCDA team.

Despite changing global priorities as a result of an intensifying polycrisis, one element has remained the same - people
living with NCDs are among the most vulnerable in any health, climate or humanitarian emergency. We will continue
our relentless work to drive progress towards a sustainable world that promotes health, protects rights, and saves
lives.

*This message is taken from NCDA’s 2023 Annual Report. Click below to read the full annual repot.

Read the Annual Report 2023 [1]
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