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Recap of the third UN High-
Level Meeting on NCDs



What happened at the 3rd UN HLM on NCDs?
Government attendance 
● Heads of State/Government: 23
● Ministers: 55
● Vice Ministers: 4  

Political Declaration
● Adopted during opening segment 

Country statements at the HLM
● A total of 80 countries delivered statements during the plenary 

segment 
● 30 countries made statements during the two multistakeholder panel 

sessions
● Additional statements made during various side events

A summary of MS statements is available here
All MS statements are available here

All stakeholder statements available here

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/73/2
https://ncdalliance.org/file/20810-hlm-plenary-country-statement-summariesdocx
http://papersmart.unmeetings.org/ga/73rd-session/high-level-meeting-on-non-communicable-diseases/statements/
http://www.who.int/ncds/governance/third-un-meeting/en/


Call for political leadership from WHO DG 



High-level attendance



The new ‘5x5’ approach



Alcohol out of the shadows



Rising political capital of UHC

“All roads lead to 
Universal Health 

Coverage”
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 

WHO



Commercial determinants industries out in force



Financing remains the Achilles heel



Accountability a missing link
“We need your continued 

commitment to tackle this issue and I 
hope we will meet again soon, long 

before the next proposed HLM in the 
year 2025, to hear how your 

countries have doubled down to 
reduce the burden of NCDs.

Who set that date? 7 years from 
now? What on earth were they 

thinking while people are dying? Just 
think about that. This is a serious 

problem that we have to take on right 
now, and if you or your child were 

dying of this, you might think about it 
differently.”



Key Launches during HLM3 / UNGA73
NCD Countdown 2030

WHO NCD Country Profiles 2018.

WHO Global Status Report on Alcohol 2018

SAFER package to reduce harmful use of alcohol

Trouble Brewing - Making the case for alcohol policy

WHO's childhood cancer initiative

Global Coalition for Circulatory Health White Paper

Taking Action on Childhood Obesity

NCD Alliance and Resolve to Save Lives partnership to 
eliminate trans-fatty acids

Healthy Caribbean Coalition 10 year anniversary report

http://ncdcountdown.org/
http://www.who.int/nmh/publications/ncd-profiles-2018/en/
https://ncdalliance.org/resources/who-global-status-report-on-alcohol-and-health
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/who-launches-safer-alcohol-control-initiative-to-prevent-and-reduce-alcohol-related-death-and-disability
https://ncdalliance.org/resources/trouble-brewing
http://www.who.int/cancer/childhood-cancer/en/
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/global-coalition-for-circulatory-health-launches-initiative
http://ht.ly/e7KH30lZ68c
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/ncd-alliance-and-resolve-to-save-lives-partner-to-eliminate-trans-fatty-acids
https://www.healthycaribbean.org/hcc-10-year-anniversary-report/


Post-HLM Resources
NCDA has developed the following resources:

❖ Summary of country statements made at the HLM
❖ Detailed analysis of the 2018 Political Declaration against NCDA’s 

recommended language 
❖ Media release template letter
❖ Template letter for national/regional advocates to their HoS/G
❖ Post-HLM standard PowerPoint presentation
❖ 1-pager of commitments in the PD 



WEBINAR, 22 JULY 2015

Update from 68th 

World Health Assembly



ENOUGH. on social media



Global Week for Action on NCDs: Snapshot



Communications: civil society in the media snapshot



ENOUGH Resonating during HLM interventions 

“ENOUGH of inaction, ENOUGH of neglect
ENOUGH of failure
ENOUGH of a lack in health services
And a lack of attention
ENOUGH to a lack of screening
And a lack of treatment
ENOUGH of environments that are unsafe
And air that is toxic
My plea, As a mother and cancer survivor,
Please step forward, 
for our health and our lives
Our voices are demanding change, 
and we are saying - let us be heard.”

Zoleka Mandela, HLM3 Panelist 

“We need to ask ourselves:
What legacy do we want our generation to 
be known for?
The one that watched the NCD epidemic 
destroy the lives of our children and our 
children’s children?
Or the generation that said 
ENOUGH is ENOUGH 
and took action
The weight of this seminal decision is on 
your shoulders.”

Dina Mired, HLM3 Plenary Keynote 



Strength of Civil Society & Alliances Clearly Heard 
“Effective civil society mobilisation is needed 
in the context in which NCDs are recognised 
as a global health and development 
priority…Regional and national NCD alliances 
have mobilised civil society in several 
countries with wide and varied positive 
outcomes…The further mobilisation of civil 
society requires us to continue to do what we 
are doing well, to take action to overcome 
challenges and with the highest political 
support develop and strengthen national 
multisectoral and intersectoral platforms for 
NCD action.” 

Sir Trevor Hassell, Healthy Caribbean Coalition

“Act today -
your citizens cannot wait until 2025. 
The 7 year gap until the next HLM on 
NCDs must be a period of progress, not 
procrastination. 
Civil society has had ENOUGH. 
It’s past time to deliver. 
Civil society stand ready to help but 
governments must lead the way.”

Priya Kanayson, NCD Alliance

http://webtv.un.org/The/watch/general-assembly-third-high-level-meeting-on-the-prevention-and-control-of-non-communicable-diseases-multi-stakeholder-panel-2-with-cart-services/5841251992001/?term=&page=19#t=30m35s


Strength of Civil Society & Alliances Clearly Heard 

Mychelle Farmer, NCD Child 

Rhea Saksena, NCDFREE

Jordan Jarvis, YP-CDN

http://webtv.un.org/The/watch/general-assembly-third-high-level-meeting-on-the-prevention-and-control-of-non-communicable-diseases-multi-stakeholder-panel-1/5841135943001/?term=&page=19#t=1h35m10s
http://webtv.un.org/The/watch/general-assembly-third-high-level-meeting-on-the-prevention-and-control-of-non-communicable-diseases-multi-stakeholder-panel-1/5841135943001/?term=&page=19#t=1h35m10s
http://webtv.un.org/The/watch/general-assembly-third-high-level-meeting-on-the-prevention-and-control-of-non-communicable-diseases-multi-stakeholder-panel-2-with-cart-services/5841251992001/?term=&page=19#t=1h17m38s
http://webtv.un.org/The/watch/general-assembly-third-high-level-meeting-on-the-prevention-and-control-of-non-communicable-diseases-multi-stakeholder-panel-2-with-cart-services/5841251992001/?term=&page=19#t=1h35m8s


Visit enoughncds.com                                 #enoughNCDs 

● Voices of Change
● Add yours
● Share on social media
● Use quotes in advocacy 

& media

https://enoughncds.com/voices-of-change/

https://enoughncds.com

● NCD Champions
● Map of impact
● Resources

https://enoughncds.com/voices-of-change/
https://enoughncds.com/voices-of-change/
https://enoughncds.com
https://enoughncds.com/ncd-champions/


Q&A



Developments in Policy and 
Practice



Updates in this Section

➔ Growing momentum around the 5x5 approach to NCDs 
◆ Mental Health
◆ Air Pollution

➔ World Health Summit and the Global Action Plan on Healthy Living 
and Well-being for All

➔ Second International Conference on Primary Health Care



Delivering the new ‘5x5’ NCD response 



Mental Health events 
since the HLM (5x5)

5x5 in action: Action on Mental Health 

Lancet Commission on Global Mental Health and Sustainable Development
Presented by John Butler, Global Health Strategies



Mental Health events 
since the HLM (5x5)

5x5 in action: Action on Mental Health 

Lancet Commission on Global Mental Health and Sustainable Development

https://globalmentalhealth
commission.org

Key points:
● All countries are developing 

countries, in terms of MH
● Imperative to include in UHC 

and especially PHC
● 1.1 billion people - massive 

treatment gap
● Rights-based approach

Recommendations:
1. Scale up psychosocial therapies, Include  
community health workers, lifecourse 
approach esp childhood, adolescence
2. Digital health can help
3. Coordinate community and hospital care
4. End stigma, abuse & discrimination

https://globalmentalhealthcommission.org


Geneva, 30 Oct - 1 Nov

WHO mandate to 
develop policy 
recommendations and 
provide implementation 
support, investment 
cases, etc.

Watch the live 
webstream here

WHO Global Conference on Air Pollution and Health

http://www.who.int/airpollution/events/conference/en/

5x5 in action: Air Pollution

http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/environment-and-health/air-quality/live-streaming


Dr Tedros also noted causes for optimism in opening 
remarks at the conference

“We have everything we need to take action”

“Cities, regions and countries around the world are taking 
action”

“People are arming themselves with information, and are 
speaking out for their right to breathe clean air”

5x5 in action: Air Pollution

https://ncdalliance.org/sites/default/files/re
source_files/FreshAir_FV.pdf

https://ncdalliance.org/sites/default/files/resource_files/FreshAir_FV.pdf


Global Health Action Plan - SDG3

• Requested by Chancellor Merkel, 
PM Solberg, President Akufo-Addo

• Joint initiative 11 organisations -
more may join

• “Pre-plan” - kicks off consultation 
phase

• Final plan to be launched in Sept 
2019 at UNGA

• Concerns of return to MDG-era + 
new focus UHC

• NCDs (SDG 3.4) missing from key 
points - to be redressed

• BUT accountability in 2023

http://www.who.int/sdg/global-action-plan



Global Conference on Primary Health Care (PHC)

● 25-26 October in Astana, Kazakhstan
● On 40th Anniversary of Alma-Ata 

Declaration in 1978 
○ “To renew a commitment to PHC to 

achieve UHC and the SDGs”
● Youth preparatory workshop (24 Oct.): 

○ WHO/UNICEF consultations
○ Platform for knowledge/experience 

sharing on PHC / 100 participants 
● New NCDA publication: ‘Meaningfully 

Involving PLWNCDs - What is being done 
and why it matters’

● 20th October Lancet edition

60 MoH +
140 countries 
represented

http://www.who.int/publications/almaata_declaration_en.pdf
https://ncdalliance.org/sites/default/files/resource_files/MeaningfulInvolvingPLWNCDs_Report_FINAL_0.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/vol392no10156/PIIS0140-6736(18)X0044-0


Global Conference on PHC, cont. 
Astana Declaration
● Adopted during opening segment (here) and 

underpinned by A Vision for healthcare in the 21st 
century

● Relevant commitments:
○ PHC as people-centered and gender-

sensitive, through rights-based, life-course 
and HiAP approaches

○ PHC driven by: knowledge/CB, human 
resources, technology and financing

○ Specific mentions: NCDs; maternal, newborn, 
child & adolescent health; mental health and 
SRH

○ Address econ., social & env. determinants
○ Multi-stakeholder involvement in 

development & implementation of policies
■ COI, transparency and governance
■ Accountability of public & private sectors

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/primary-health/declaration/gcphc-declaration.pdf
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/primary-health/vision.pdf


NCDs and civil society at the Conference
● Ministerial Parallel Sessions:

○ NCD Control in PHC - Changing the Paradigm 
for Service Delivery

○ Mental Health in PHC - Inclusion or illusion?
● Café session on ‘Putting people at the centre of 

HC: Promoting meaningful involvement of 
PLWNCDs to shape their own health.’

● Two Civil Society statements: UHC2030 CSEM & 
PHM Alternative Declaration

Next steps
● Operational framework (From Vision to Action) 
● 72nd WHA (May 2019)
● 2019 UN HLM on UHC (Thurs, 26 Sept)

○ Global AP on Healthy Lives and Well-Being 
for All

● 2030 Agenda - PHC as basis for achieving UHC

Global Conference on PHC, cont. 

https://www.uhc2030.org/fileadmin/uploads/uhc2030/Documents/Key_Issues/UHC2030_civil_society_engagement/Civil_Society_Statement-Global_Conference_on_Primary_Health_Care_FINAL_FOR_ENDORSEMENT__2_.pdf
http://phmovement.org/alternative-civil-society-astana-declaration-on-primary-health-care/
http://www.who.int/docs/default-source/primary-health-care-conference/operational-framework.pdf?sfvrsn=6e73ae2a_2


Q&A



WHO Regional Committee 
Meetings



AFRO: 27-31 August, Dakar, Senegal - link

SEARO: 3-7 September, New Delhi, India - link

EURO: 17-20 September, Rome, Italy - link

PAHO: 23-27 September, Washington DC, USA - link

WPRO: 8-12 October, Manila, Philippines - link

EMRO: 15-18 October, Khartoum, Sudan - link

UHC, tobacco control, health issues facing populations affected by disasters and emergencies

NCDs, environmental health, legal frameworks for health in the SDGs, e-Health

UHC, childhood obesity, cervical cancer, environmental health women’s children’s and adolescents’ 
health, e-health

Agenda 2030, men’s health, etc

UHC, physical activity, maternal newborn child health

NCDs, financing for UHC, tobacco control, women’s health, climate and environment, e-Health

WHO Regional Committee Meetings: Overview

https://www.afro.who.int/about-us/governance/sessions/sixty-eighth-session-who-regional-committee-africa
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/events/governance/rc/71/en/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/governance/regional-committee-for-europe/68th-session
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1279&Itemid=1159&lang=en
http://www.wpro.who.int/about/regional_committee/69/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/about-who/rc65/index.html


SEARO - link

EURO - link

PAHO - link

WPRO - link

EMRO - link

Members endorsed regional frameworks for action on obesity prevention, tobacco control, health and the 

environment, and preconception care - all relevant for NCDs. They also endorsed a resolution on GPW 13. 

Official report on NCD agenda item (16.2) available here (see page 4-5)

Resolutions adopted on Human Resources for UHC and Cervical Cancer

Mental health and obesity recognised as urgent priorities for child and adolescent health and for men’s 
health. New publication launched: Health systems respond to NCDs: time for ambition (2018)

Health ministers and officials of the 11 Member countries signed the ‘Delhi Declaration’ to improve access 
to essential medical products

WHO Regional Committee Meetings: Highlights

AFRO - link

http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/events/governance/rc/71/en/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/governance/regional-committee-for-europe/68th-session
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1279&Itemid=1159&lang=en
http://www.wpro.who.int/about/regional_committee/69/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/about-who/rc65/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/the-65th-session-of-whos-regional-committee-for-the-eastern-mediterranean-concludes-in-khartoum-calling-health-for-all-by-all.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/about/regional_committee/69/journals/rc69_dj5_friday_12oct.pdf?ua=1
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&view=download&alias=46573-cd56-r5-e-poa-hr&category_slug=56-directing-council-english-9964&Itemid=270&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&view=download&alias=46592-cd56-r9-e-poa-cervical-cancer&category_slug=56-directing-council-english-9964&Itemid=270&lang=en
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Life-stages/child-and-adolescent-health/news/news/2018/09/new-who-progress-report-reveals-the-major-health-challenges-currently-facing-children-and-adolescents-in-europe
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/governance/regional-committee-for-europe/68th-session/news/news/2018/09/day-3-highlights
http://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/abstracts/health-systems-respond-to-noncommunicable-diseases-time-for-ambition-2018
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/releases/2018/1670/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/about-us/governance/sessions/sixty-eighth-session-who-regional-committee-africa


Report of the 68th Session of the 
WHO Regional Committee for 

Africa

Prof. Sani A. Malami – UICC / NCD Alliance 
East Africa NCD Alliance, NCD Alliance Nigeria, Consortium of 

Ethiopian NCD Associations, Ghana NCD Alliance, NCD Alliance 
Malawi, South Africa NCD Alliance, Tanzania NCD Alliance, Uganda 
NCD Alliance, Zambia NCD Alliance, Cameroon Baptist Convention 

Health Services, and Alzheimer Association Mauritius



Intro
• Attended WHO AFRO RCM for Africa in Dakar from 27–31 Aug 2018 and

delivered a Joint Statement on Agenda Item 12.
• NCD Alliance Advocacy Priorities had emerged from a wide consultation 

prior to the RCM. These were:
– Ensure the participation of Heads of State and Governments in the 

2018 UN HLM on NCDs scheduled to be held in New York.
– Reinforce a whole of society and whole of government approach to 

NCD prevention and control.
– Lead progress above and beyond the minimum standards set out in 

the Political Declaration.
– Accelerate progress in implementing the four national, time-bound 

targets.
– Ensure adequate financing of WHO's work on NCDs.



Assessment of Progress on the Advocacy priorities: 
General 

• Significant progress on all above advocacy priorities.
• Member States (MS) reiterated the need to mobilize resources from other 

sectors and development partners.
• MS emphasized the need to increase advocacy, decentralize NCD 

prevention and control interventions at PHC level.
• MS highlighted the need to build sustainable community response 

mechanisms for NCDs in the region, including strengthening early disease 
detection and implementing operational research.

• MS requested more technical support from the WHO secretariat, the 
WHO and its partners were requested to take action on the commercial 
determinants of health in NCDs (tobacco, alcohol and sugar industry 
advertisements.



Assessment of Progress on the Advocacy priorities: 
Specific 

• All 23 AFRO RC MS who spoke unanimously supported the adoption of the 
amended Document AFR/RC68/9: Status of implementation of the four 
time-bound commitments on noncommunicable diseases in the African 
Region:

• That MS increase attendance & active participation at UN HLM.
• MS were requested to leverage existing funding mechanisms such as the 

Global Fund to fight HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria.
• MS were requested to strengthen multisectoral approaches to the 

promotion, prevention, and management of NCDs.
• WHO and partners were requested to increase technical and financial 

support for NCD prevention, control and surveillance.



Recommended advocacy priorities for next WHO 
AFRO RCM
• Date for next WHO AFRO RCM (69th Session) is 26-30 August 2019 to be 

held at the WHO Regional Office in Congo Brazzaville.
• MS strongly recommended that NCDs should again feature in the agenda 

of the next WHO AFRO RCM.
• My recommended advocacy priorities for Congo 2019 are: 

- To encourage more member states to develop, implement and 
monitor the multisectoral action plans.
- Commit African national governments to implement the resolutions 
of the UN HLM.
- Prioritize the integration of NCD policies and plans into existing PHC 
and UHC interventions at national levels.



“Take homes” from a first timer at a RCM…

• Networking opportunities abound on the sidelines of the RCM, even in the 
hotel lobbies!

• I met members of Country delegations; also Dr. Steven Shongwe, Head of 
NCD at WHO AFRO Regional Office; Dr. Katende, Head of Health 
Department in East African Community Secretariat based in Tanzania; 
Prof. Goma (World Heart Federation); etc 

• Prepare before arrival; Arrive early and make the best use of the time to 
meet with country delegations: prioritize who to see and when.

• Do not be easily discouraged - not everyone attending the RCM is familiar 
with NCDs! 



Q&A



NCD Alliance Membership



What is the transition about?
• NCDA’s new membership model enables diverse organisations from across the NCD 

community to play a critical role in NCDA’s strategic direction and future.
• As part of this transition, NCDA will gradually be restricting access to some of our resources 

and services (which have been open access over the last 9 years) to NCDA members. 

What resources and services does this include?
• Resources that will become restricted to NCDA members

- Webinars 
- Campaigns calls
- NCD digest

• New resources for members
- Member-only area on NCDA website
- Thematic webinars on priority policy issues 
- Members bulletin

• Resources that will remain open
- Weekly newsletter 

NCDA Membership Transition



NCDA Membership Transition

Who can apply for membership and how?
● NCDA membership is open to civil society organisations, and applications are reviewed 

upon membership criteria.

Membership categories
● Full members are substantially engaged in evidence-based NCD advocacy and practice, 

wish to play an active role in NCDA’s governance, and access all membership benefits.
● Associate members support NCDA objectives and activities, and access some membership 

benefits, including access to webinars and other resources (no role in governance).
● Network members only receive our weekly newsletter. 

Membership fees
● Tiered membership fee structure, based upon membership category (Full or Associate) 

and income level of the country where the member organisation is based. Our aim is to 
engage members from all parts of the NCD community and all countries/regions.

Learn more about membership benefits and fees: ncdalliance.org/membership
Apply now for full or associate membership: ncdalliance.org/form/become-an-NCDA-member

Contact us at membership@ncdalliance.org

https://ncdalliance.org/sites/default/files/resource_files/Membership%20ENG.pdf
https://ncdalliance.org/membership
https://ncdalliance.org/form/become-an-NCDA-member
mailto:membership@ncdalliance.org


Q&A



SHARE. DISCUSS. ENGAGE. CHANGE.

#NCDs @ncdalliance

THANK YOU

MAKING NCD PREVENTION AND CONTROL A PRIORITY, EVERYWHERE
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